This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not hmited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SEDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• E^LEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY, 

As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



(12) 



UK Patent Application GB .n. 2 259 451 ..A 



(43) Date of A publication 17.03.1993 



(21) AppltcationNo911M21.7 

(22) Date of filing 11.M.1 991 



(71) Applicant 

FrancM Mary Fagllona 

8944 Doran AvMiM. Qlmdal*, New York 1138S. 
United Statee of Ameriea 

(72) InveniDr 

Franeee Mary Faglione 

(74) Agent and/or Address for Service 
Erio Potter & Cf arlcton 

S! Mar/a Court. St Hary'a Gate, NottlnQham, NG1 1LE, 
Unrted Kingdom 



(51) INTCL* 

A61F 13/15 

(52) UK CL (Edition L) 

ASR RPL 

(56) Documents cited 
GB 2170108 A 



GB 2144995 A 



(58) Field of search 

UK CL (Edition K) ASR RPG RPL 
INTCL* A61F 



(54) Sanitary napkin 

(57) A genital vulva pad/sanitary napkin construction (10) including a vulva pad member (12) dimensioned to be snugly 
received in a women's vulva and adapted to be operative ly received therein and to be operatively engaged with a 
conventional sanitary napkin member (14) by releasable securing means (13) wherein the vulva pad member (17) funaions 
as the primary absorption barrier to the flow of mensa. 



H3' P~" T|3"T 





Al least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy 

This print takes account of replacement documents subminod after the date of filing to enable the application to comply with the formal 
requirements of the Patents Rules 1 990. 



ro 
cn 

CO 

cn 



10' 



1^ I7^ ^'^'^ Al 




13' M6 



V • . . / ; ' J rT'^V . r'''lT' 11'. ■ ■ ■ .. " i'' ■ .^^ * . . ! : * ; 



FIG, 4 



■ 11 1 'I f , / 



IF— r 



16 



•if ^16 



APPLICATION FOR 
UNITED STATES LETTERS PATENT 

SPECIFICATION 

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Be it known that I, FRANCES M. FAGLIONE, a citizen of the 
United States of America and resident of Glendale, Queens 
County, New York, having a postal address of 89-04 Doran 
Avenue, Glendale, New York 11385, have invented a new and 
useful "GENITAL-VULVA PAD SANITARY NAPKIN CONSTRUCTION" of 
which the following forms the specification. 
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Technical Field 
The present invention relates to the field o£ sanitary 
napkins in general, and in particular to a specifically 
contoured sanitary napkins which are confined in a woman's 
vulva. 

Background Art 
This invention was the subject matter of Document 
Disclosure Program Registration No. 228,232 which was filed in 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office on May 30, 1989. 

AS can be seen by reference to the following U.S. Patent 
No's. 4,678,464; 4,685,914? 4,781,713; and 4,820,295; the prior 
art is replete with myriad and diverse absorbent pad 
constructions used for personal hygiene. 

while all of the aforementioned prior art constructions 
are more than adequate for the basic purpose and function for 
which they have been specifically designed, these absorbent 
pads still suffer from one major deficiency; that is, with 
regard to leakage around the periphery of the pad and the 
cleanliness of the woman. 

Every month a woman goes through a very delicate, yet 
s-trenuous experience during her menstrual cycle. 
Unfortunately,' the currently available sanitary pads will 
periodically allow the menses to leak around the sanitary 
napkin because the sanitary napkin shifts while the woman is 
walking or laying down, leaving the woman with blood stains on 
her cloths and/or bed sheets which causes a great deal^of 
embarrassment for her. This is especially more so when there 
is a heavy flow of the menses due to childbirth, an abnormality 
of the lining of the vagina, or other medial reasons. 
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AS a consequence of the foregoing situation, there has 
existed a longstanding need among females for a sanitary napkin 
construction that will virtually preclude the menses from 
spreading beyond the vulva no less being able to leak beyond 
the confines of the napkin surface. The provision of such a 
construction is a stated objective of the present invention. 
Disclosure Of The Invention 

Briefly stated, the genital vulva pad sanitary napkin 
construction of the present invention comprises a sanitary 
napkin unit releasably and operably associated with a vulva pad 
unit. 

The sanitary napkin unit comprises an otherwise 
conventional sanitary napkin- member having a relatively 
standard elongated configuration and fabricated from a 
generally thick sheet of absorbent, porous material having in 
some instances, a waterproof layer. 

The vulva pad unit comprises a generally elliptical 
absorbent pad member having releasable securing means which 
allow the vulva pad unit to be opera tlvely attached to the 
sanitary napkin member until such time as the absorbent pad 
member must be replaced with a fresh pad member. 

As will be explained in greater detail further on in the 
specification, the vulva pad member is dimensioned and 
configured to fit Inside a woman's vulva between the labia 
minora, whereby the majority of the menses will be trapped and 
absorbed within the confines of the vulva by the vulva pad 
member and any excess will be deposited and absorbed by the 
sanitary napkin member. 

In addition, this invention will be effective in 
containing the menses inside the vulva where there is less 
chance of being smeared on the outside of the vulva and the 
vulva hair; which will make the woman feel cleaner because she 
is cleaner. 

Furthermore, the releasable securliK nieans allows the 
absorbent vulva pad member to be removed and replaced as often 
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as the woman wishes. If the menstrual flow is heavy and the 
sanitary napkin isstained, it also has to be replaced, oc In 
the event that the raenstrtial flow is light, the user may 
■ replacie the vulva pad member and simply continue to wear the 
sanitary napkin member until the menses ceases to flow. 

The genital vulva pad/sanitary napkin construction of 
this invention can also be used to keep a woman clean and odor 
free. For example, if a woman has a vaginal discharge or a 
slight leakage from her bladder, she can change the absorbent 
pad member as often as she wants, to keep herself clean and 
odor free. 

In addition, due to numerous deaths attributed to toxic 
shock syndrome, the provision of the present invention may 
contribute to the prevention- of this disease since the 
absorbent vulva pads are situated outside of the vagina to 
collect and subsequently remove any drainage that flows through 
the vagina. Therefore, it. will not have the opportunity to 
breed bacteria inside the vagina. 

Brief Description Of The Drawings 

These and other attributes of the Invention will become 
more clear upon a thorough study of the following description 
of the best mode for carrying out the Invention, particularly 
when reviewed in conjunction with the drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the genital 
vulva pad/sanitary napkin construction that f<prms the basis of 
this invent ion r 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation view; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan vlewyand. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation view. 

Best Mode For Carrying out The invention 

As can be seen by reference, to the drawings, and in 
particular to Fig. 1, the genital vulva pad/sanitary napkin 
construction that forms the basis of the present invention is 
designated generally by the reference numeral (10). 

The constru . ;:ion (10) comprises in general a sanitary 
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napkln unit (11), a vulva pad unit (12), and celeasable 
securing means (13). These units will now be described in 
seriatim fashion. 

AS can be -seen by reference. to Figs, 1 through 4, the 
sanitary napkin unit (11) comprises in general a conventional 
sanitary napkin member (14) having a generally elongated 
configuration and fabricated from relatively thick absorbent 
material (15) which is optionally provided with a moisture 
proof layer (16) on the bottom surface of the absorbent 
material (15) . 

AS can also be appreciated by reference to Figs. 1 
through 4, the vulva pad unit (12) comprises a generally 
elliptical vulva pad member (17) which is also fabricated from 
an absorbent material (15*) wherein the periphery of the vulva 
pad member (17) is dimensioned and configured to snugly fit a 
woman's vulva between the labia minora. 

Turning now to Fig. 3, it can be seen that the vulva pad 
member (17) Is substantially shorter and narrower than the 
sanitary napkin member (14) whereby when the vulva pad member 
(17) is centrally disposed on the napkin member (14) there is a 
substantially absorbent surface area on the sanitary napkin 
member (14) which surrounds and projects beyond the outer edges 
of the vulva pad member (17), 

As can best be seen by reference to Figs. 1, 2, and 4, 
the vulva jjad member (17) is operably and releasably secured to 
the sanitary napkin member (14) by releasable securing means 
(13) which temporarily adhere tlie bottom of the vulva pad 
member (17) to the top of the sanitary napkin member (14). 

The releasable securing means (13) for the purposes of 
this Invention can comprise any suitable securing members such 
as threads or strings (13') or flexible tangs (13") which are 
capable of penetrating engagement with the absorbent material 
(15) of the sanitary napkin member (14), which will allow the 
temporary engagement and subsequent disengagement of the vulva 
pad member (17) relative to the sanitary napkin member (14) 
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when it is time to remove and/oc replace the vulva pad member. 

Having thereby described the subject matter oe the 
present invention, it should be apparent that many 
substitutions, modifications and variations of the Invention 
are possible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore 
to be understood that the Invention as taught and described 
herein is only to be limited to the extent of the breadth and 
scope of the appended claims. 



CIAIMS 

1. A genital vulva pad/sanitary napkin construction for 
absorbing mensa flow through a woman's vulva wherein the 
construction comprises: 

5 a sanitary napkin unit including a conventional 

sanitary napkin member fabricated from an absorbent 
material; and, 

a vulva pad unit operatively associated with the 
sanitary napkin unit wherein the vulva pad comprises a 
10 generally elliptical vulva pad member fabricated from an 
absorbent material wherein the vulva pad member is 
dimensioned and configured to fit inside a woman's vulva. 

2. The construction as claimed in Claim 1 further 
comprising: 

15 a releasable securing means for operatively attaching 

and disengaging the vulva pad member from the sanitary 
napkin member. 

3. The construction as in Claim 1 wherein the vulva pad 
member is generally centrally disposed on top of the 

20 sanitary napkin member. 

4 . The construction as in Claim 3 wherein the length and 
width of the vulva pad member are significantly smaller 
than the length and width of the sanitary napkin member 
whereby there is a substantial surface area of the 

25 absorbent material of the sanitary napkin member which 
surrounds the outer edges of the vulva pad member. 

5. The construction of Claim 2 wherein the releasable 
securing means comprise threads. 
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6 . The construction of Claiin 2 wherein the releasable 
securing means comprise flexible tangs . 

7. A genital vulva pad/sanitary napkin construction for 
absorbing mensa flow through a woman's vulva wherein the 

5 construction consists of 

a sanitary napkin unit including a sanitary napkin 
member fabricated from an absorbent material; 

a removable and replaceable vulva pad unit operatively 
associated with the sanitary napkin unit wherein the vulva 

10 . pad unit comprises an elliptical vulva pad member 
fabricated from an absorbent material; and, wherein the 
vulva pad member is fabricated from an absorbent material 
and is dimensioned and configured to fit inside a woman's 
vulva; and the vulva pad member is generally centrally 

15 disposed on top of, and spaced a substantial distance from 
the sides of the sanitary napkin member whereby there is a 
substantial surface area of the absorbent material of the 
sanitary napkin member which surrounds the outer edges of 
the vulva pad member; and, 

20 releasable securing means spaced from one another and 

fixedly attached on one end to the vulva pad member and 
having the other end penetratingly yet releasably engaged 
with the absorbent material of said sanitary napkin member 
for releasably securing the vulva pad member to the 

25 sanitary napkin member; wherein, the releasable securing 
means comprise flexible tangs. 
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